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Between the 16th and the 18th century, short-sleeved kimono known as
kosode assumed a definite form, leading to the development of a diverse
range of patterns and motifs made with techniques such as yuzen dyeing,
distinguished by its gorgeous and luxuriant designs. While kimono, sewn
with straight stitching, possessed a highly flat quality, one of their charms
lay in the ability to embody three dimensions when worn. Fabricating the
kimono, however, required extensive trial and error to create a garment
from drawings and patterns that would adorn someone’s body. In this
exhibition, we shed light on secrets of the kimono, both from the aspect of
design and manufacturing, as seen through a variety of works and materials
drawn primarily from the abundant archive of Chiso, a kimono maker which
this year celebrates its 470th anniversary.
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Nihonga Paintings, Sketches, and
Textile Design in the Kyoto Art World
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